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Introduction

Family participation in learning helpsdetermine a chi |l dds success in school

This handbook is designed for families to support their children with develdfgrgcy skills Dromana
College encourages a growth mindset tadsithese fundamental life skills; the basic belief that we can improve
through dedication and hard work. This can be illustrated throtighlearningpit Without this belief that we

can achieve, we can become stuck. This resource can be used to helprageyour child to build and extend
their literacyskills throughout their secondary schooling and maintain a growth mindset towards their learning.

@rarents that encourage their child, help them dewelppwth mindset where theycanseethé ue i n t heir e
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Literacy

Parentinvolvement is the number one prediditeracyguccess

Why isliteracyimportant?
9 Participation in society relies on it.
9 Literacymatters for all subjectsExampleStudents who are low itMaths often struggle to
read questionsBuildingliteracy helps all learning.

9 Itis essential for employment.
1 For enjoyment.
1 To tell fact from fiction.
1 Understand the world around us arttle complex issuese mustdeal with in life
Reading
Reading Comprehension
Every teacher at Dromana College uses a litgf@aameworkt o bui | d student s comp

every subject. The strategies below are what we use to asgisientscomprehendvha they read in
the classroom. They are great for applying to homewoniryear 7 to12, especially when reading
or research is involved.

When helping with reading or homeworK yiour child asks for help understanding a text, suggest they
try a readingstrategyfrom the list Help them to use theestrategies, rather than doing the work for
them.

Onceyour childthinks they have understoothe book or text,askt hem 6 What makes you
or 6Can you show me ywhiern é att ? & winloitmld?-Hmaevtaidchedk y o u
their understanding and have thaxrplaintheir thinking. This will help renforce what they have just

learnt.

By askingour child to use the strategies opposite, rather than reading for tleeraxplainingo them,
they will be more likely to become independent with their learnamgidevelop agrowth mindset.

In short:

When your child
asks for help
reading, ask them
to try these reading

comprehension
strategies.

Ask them to explain
what they read back
to you verbally to-re

enforce their
learning.

Help them to use

the strategies, try

not to do the work
for them.
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READING

GETTING KNOWLEDGE READY
* What do you already know?
* Predict what the text will be about.

2

i

VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

» Say words that you expect to be in the text.
» Say, read and spell key words.
* Use the words in writing.

READING ALOUD

* Read aloud and check to see if
you understood what you read.

PARAPHRASING

* Say or write the ideas in your own words.

VISUALISING

* Draw the ideas you read about.

SAY THE QUESTIONS THE TEXT ANSWERS

* Suggest what questions the text answers.

SUMMARISING

» Select the main ideas.

» Categorise ideas.

* Delete unnecessary detail.
* Generalise.

REVIEW

* What did you learn about the topic?




Reading Engagement
There are twomain reasons to read. Forgasure and fopurpose.Depending a your child, they
mayonly be interested in one or the other.

Reading for pleasure

Your childmayor may notbe aregular e ader , or they might go throug
move through adolescee, their reading habits can change. Below are some strategies to engage your

child in readingOften once peoplecan enjoyreadingthey ae more likely to engage in reading for

other tasks such as homewark

Choose reading

i material
Have conversations ate §1
AMagazines
AAsk questions As ABooks .
ATake an interest ports reports and news
AManuals

ADiscuss how to increase

reading time/material ASubject interest

ASchool texts
AComics

Be available Get set up
ABe available for questions and AFind a good time
help AMake it a comfortable spot
AAsk your child questions ALimit distractions

about what they read i_____/ ARecord reading notes

Reading for purpose

Manychildren, and adults, only ael for a pupose (like reading a user manualj for work. Some
children do not like any kith of reading, but they will have to read to succeétitre are someof the
reading materials youchild may encownter over the next fev years.If your child struggles with
understandig new informatio, use the reading strategigs help them proces new information.

Jide for Learners Ndvicroads

Learners/Boat
Licence

English/Literaturg School Subject| L5 Cormion

Texts Textbooks b A 1
10+10A

For life skills:
recipes,

University,
TAFEor
Employment
applications &=

ray ends 77-year -
for British win -

timetables,
directions, menup
etc.

News and Medig




ReadindgConversations

What hapgned
in the
storyeéwhad
el seéhov
end?

Did you know trat
fact already?

If you could
start/end the
story, how

would you end
it?

If your child hasminterest, ercourage them to read about and talk to them about it.

Here are some ideas of things to ask your child about what tieye read or learned.

Where and
when is the
book set?

Who are the
characters?

What are they like?

Do you like them?

What do you
think will

happen nex
Is that like something

you have experienced
or seen befoe?

Why did the
author choose

that title? Have you read a

similar book before?

Why did the
author
choose to
write about
this?

What did the book
make you think about?

Listen to
audiobooks
and podcasts

Keep a
reading
journal

IDEASTO
SUPPORT

READING Watch the

news and
discuss

Take notes
when reading
textbooks

Any words
you were
not sure of?

WHERYES
something
new you
learred?

What
genre is
the book?

What was
the most
exciting
part?




To Enjoy Together
Building backgrounkinowledgeand ocabulary are imprtant for your child® literacy.By interacting
with them you can help extend theirdening.

Games Yy Talk to each other

ABalderdash ASit down for dinner, or in the
Rerrabble car, discuss topics your child i
AArticulate interested in.

ABoggle Al nclude sibli

As : AlListen to all opinions and
categories \encourage healthy debate.

News Experience

AWatch together. AExperience builds knowledge
AAsk your child's opinion. so try something new or do

ADiscuss both sides of an issud§  SCMething together.

\ A

Some General Tips
1. Set an example. Let your child see you readindpr everyday resons,pleasurework, or study.
For literacy, modelling behaviour at home is the most powierifluence on youchild

2. Have a variety of reading material . Leave booksmagazines, and newspapers around. Check
to see what disappears foraue to what interests youchild

3. Give your child an opportunity to choose their own  reading material .

4. Build on your child's interests. Look for books and articleshat feature their favorite sports
teams, rock stars, hobés, or TV shows.

5. Let them read anythi ng. Almost anythindhelps hiild reading skillsncludng boat'car licence
manuals, comi¢sesearch forpurchasing an iterand recipes.

6. Read some books written for young adults. Young adult novels can give you valuable insights
into the concerns angbressures felt by teenagers. You may find that these books provide a neutral
ground on whéh to talk about sensitive subjects

7. Make reading aloud a natural part of fam ily life. Share an article yotead asports report, a
letter, or afunny tweetfi without turning it into a lesson.

8. Keep the big picture in mind. For all sorts of reasons, some teenagers go through periods
without shaving much interest imeadingDo not panic!lf they arereluctant ensure they g reading
for their homework at the bae minimum and givgour strategiegime to work.



Books RPodcasts and More

There are an overwhelminghumber of books, podcastsand reading materiamuch of it available
online Read blurb®r reviews andhink about what might interest your chil@here is something for
everyone out there

the curious incident
of the dog

in the night-time

SUZANNE
COLLINS

WAIT WAIT...
RADIOLAB SN EXPLODER DON'T TELL MEY

TED
A~ TALKS
YOU MISSED IN ™~ DAILY
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