Literacy

Senior School Handbook
A guide to supporting your child at home

2

Literacy: A guide to helping your child at home.

Contents
Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 3
Literacy ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ 4
Why is literacy important? ................................................................................................................................................................. 4
Reading ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ 4
Reading Comprehension .................................................................................................................................................................... 4
Reading Engagement ............................................................................................................................................................................ 6
Reading for pleasure ....................................................................................................................................................................... 6
Reading for purpose........................................................................................................................................................................ 6
Reading Conversations................................................................................................................................................................... 7
To Enjoy Together............................................................................................................................................................................... 8
Some General Tips .............................................................................................................................................................................. 8
Books, Podcasts and More................................................................................................................................................................. 9
Writing ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10
Writing Engagement...................................................................................................................................................................... 10
Helping with Essays and Writing Tasks .................................................................................................................................... 11
Extension ......................................................................................................................................................................................... 14
References ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 14

3

Literacy: A guide to helping your child at home.

Introduction
Family participation in learning helps determine a child’s success in school and beyond.
This handbook is designed for families to support their children with developing literacy skills. Dromana
College encourages a growth mindset towards these fundamental life skills; the basic belief that we can improve
through dedication and hard work. This can be illustrated through the learning pit. Without this belief that we
can achieve, we can become stuck. This resource can be used to help encourage your child to build and extend
their literacy skills throughout their secondary schooling and maintain a growth mindset towards their learning.

‘Parents that encourage their child, help them develop to a growth mindset where they can see the value in their education’
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Literacy
Parent involvement is the number one predictor of literacy success.

Why is literacy important?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Participation in society relies on it.
Literacy matters for all subjects. Example: Students who are low in Maths often struggle to
read questions. Building literacy helps all learning.
It is essential for employment.
For enjoyment.
To tell fact from fiction.
Understand the world around us and the complex issues we must deal with in life.

Reading
Reading Comprehension
Every teacher at Dromana College uses a literacy framework to build student’s comprehension across
every subject. The strategies below are what we use to assist students comprehend what they read in
the classroom. They are great for applying to homework from year 7 to 12, especially when reading
or research is involved.
When helping with reading or homework, if your child asks for help understanding a text, suggest they
try a reading strategy from the list. Help them to use these strategies, rather than doing the work for
them.
Once your child thinks they have understood the book or text, ask them ‘What makes you say that?’
or ‘Can you show me where the book tells you that?’ or ‘How did you work it out?’. You can check
their understanding and have them explain their thinking. This will help re-enforce what they have just
learnt.
By asking your child to use the strategies opposite, rather than reading for them or explaining to them,
they will be more likely to become independent with their learning and develop a growth mindset.
In short:

When your child
asks for help
reading, ask them
to try these reading
comprehension
strategies.

Help them to use
the strategies, try
not to do the work
for them.

Ask them to explain
what they read back
to you verbally to reenforce their
learning.
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Reading Engagement
There are two main reasons to read. For pleasure and for purpose. Depending on your child, they
may only be interested in one or the other.

Reading for pleasure
Your child may or may not be a regular reader, or they might go through a ‘reading rut’. As children
move through adolescence, their reading habits can change. Below are some strategies to engage your
child in reading. Often once people can enjoy reading, they are more likely to engage in reading for
other tasks such as homework.

Have conversations
• Ask questions
• Take an interest
• Discuss how to increase
reading time/material

Choose reading
material
• Magazines
• Books
• Sports reports and news
• Manuals
• Subject interest
• School texts
• Comics

Be available

Get set up

• Be available for questions and
help
• Ask your child questions
about what they read

• Find a good time
• Make it a comfortable spot
• Limit distractions
• Record reading notes

Reading for purpose
Many children, and adults, only read for a purpose (like reading a user manual) or for work. Some
children do not like any kind of reading, but they will have to read to succeed. Here are some of the
reading materials your child may encounter over the next few years. If your child struggles with
understanding new information, use the reading strategies to help them process new information.

English/Literature
Texts

School Subject
Textbooks

Learners/Boat
Licence

For life skills:
recipes,
timetables,
directions, menus
etc.

University,
TAFEor
Employment
applications

News and Media
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Reading Conversations
Here are some ideas of things to ask your child about what they have read or learned.

What happened
in the
story…what
else…how did it
end?

Where and
when is the
book set?

Any words
you were
not sure of?

What are they like?
Do you like them?
What do you
think will
happen next?

Did you know that
fact already?
Why did the
author choose
that title?
If you could
start/end the
story, how
would you end
it?

Who are the
characters?

Why did the
author
choose to
write about
this?

Is that like something
you have experienced
or seen before?

Have you read a
similar book before?

What did the book
make you think about?

If your child has an interest, encourage them to read about it and talk to them about it.

Listen to
audiobooks
and podcasts

IDEAS TO
SUPPORT
READING

Keep a
reading
journal

Watch the
news and
discuss
Take notes
when reading
textbooks

What was
something
new you
learned?

What
genre is
the book?

What was
the most
exciting
part?
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To Enjoy Together
Building background knowledge and vocabulary are important for your child’s literacy. By interacting
with them you can help extend their learning.

Games
•
•
•
•
•

Balderdash
Scrabble
Articulate
Boggle
Scategories

Talk to each other
• Sit down for dinner, or in the
car, discuss topics your child is
interested in.
• Include siblings’ interests.
• Listen to all opinions and
encourage healthy debate.

News

Experience

• Watch together.
• Ask your child's opinion.
• Discuss both sides of an issue.

• Experience builds knowledge,
so try something new or do
something together.

Some General Tips
1. Set an example. Let your child see you reading for everyday reasons, pleasure, work, or study.
For literacy, modelling behaviour at home is the most powerful influence on your child.
2. Have a variety of reading material. Leave books, magazines, and newspapers around. Check
to see what disappears for a clue to what interests your child.
3. Give your child an opportunity to choose their own reading material.
4. Build on your child's interests. Look for books and articles that feature their favourite sports
teams, rock stars, hobbies, or TV shows.
5. Let them read anything. Almost anything helps build reading skills, including boat/car licence
manuals, comics, research for purchasing an item and recipes.
6. Read some books written for young adults. Young adult novels can give you valuable insights
into the concerns and pressures felt by teenagers. You may find that these books provide a neutral
ground on which to talk about sensitive subjects.
7. Make reading aloud a natural part of family life. Share an article you read, a sports report, a
letter, or a funny tweet — without turning it into a lesson.
8. Keep the big picture in mind. For all sorts of reasons, some teenagers go through periods
without showing much interest in reading. Do not panic! If they are reluctant, ensure they are reading
for their homework at the bare minimum and give your strategies time to work.
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Books, Podcasts and More
There are an overwhelming number of books, podcasts and reading material, much of it available
online. Read blurbs or reviews and think about what might interest your child. There is something for
everyone out there.
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Writing
All areas of learning at Dromana College use writing for learning and assessment to prepare students for their
future. Each subject area teaches writing differently, as each subject area writes for a different purpose. For
example, Scientists are taught to write practical reports, Musicians are taught to write music and Designers
need to write briefs. Each subject area teaches the writing style the students will need to be successful. As
your child progresses through school, they will specialise in specific subject areas and focus on the subject
specific language and writing. In this section, you will find general tips for writing engagement and extending
your child’s writing ability.

Writing Engagement
Adolescent years can be a tricky time to keep your child writing at home. Here are some reasons why they
might find writing challenging:

I feel
overwhelmed
by the task.

I can’t think of
any ideas.

Writing is slow
and tedious.

I find it hard to
form letters with
my handwriting.

I can’t think of
ideas and
write at the
same time.

My writing
doesn’t turn
out the way I
want it to.
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TYPING DOES NOT REPLACE THE SKILL
OF WRITING.

As your child moves into senior school, all final exams and outcomes are handwritten. Handwriting
takes time, patience, and practise. The bare minimum is for handwriting to be legible and done
within a timeframe. Senior years are too late to adjust little things like pencil grip, but not too late to
neaten up letters and speed. 10 minutes of practise 3 to 5 times a week can help.

Helping with Essays and Writing Tasks
To help your child be a good writer, you do not need to be great at it yourself, you just need to be
patient and a good listener. If your child is writing an essay and having a trouble getting started, or is
stuck, here are some tips that may assist. Remember, it is important to maintain the role of the
assistant and sounding board and leave the writing to your child.

Know the assignemnt
Talk to your child about the task and ask them to explain it to
you in their own words.

They may not understand the task.

Plan ahead
Your child might need some time to think about what they
want to write or say.

Ask your child what the main point is they want to get accross,
and express it in their own words.

Be a sounding board for ideas
Your child might find it hard to get ideas about what to write.

Talk it over and ask them to write the ideas down in a
brainstorm. Help them find examples for their ideas. Draw and
write as many as possible, then choose the best ones to write
about.
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Idea: AFL is the most
popular sport because so
many people are passionate
about it.

Example: People in
Melbourne are twice as likely
to go to an AFL game than
Sydneysiders to attend rugby
league.

Get the facts.
They may not have enough evidence in their
writing.

Encourage them to research and find out more
about the topic or use the 5w model - Who,
Where, What, When and Why.

Be organised.
All writing needs to follow a logical flow, the ideas
need to be in order.

Ask your child to organise their ideas into a four
square planner or essay organiser.
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Structure.
Your child might have trouble following the essay structure.

Essays should have an introduction, at least 3-4 body paragraphs and a
conclusion. Ideas should flow logically. Help your child check the structure and
talk through it.

Read Aloud.
Your child might have trouble making sense in their wirting or checking for
mistakes.

Ask them to read their essay aloud - to you, the dog, or in a whisper to
themselves. They will be more likely to notice mistakes and correct their
writing. Be careful not to interrupt or put them off as this can be difficult.

Give Feedback.
Do not be too specific, as children (and adults) can be very self conscious of
their wirting. Give general positive praise.

Always start with strengths.

Ask Questions.
You may not be sure what your child is trying to say.

Don’t be afraid to tell them if there’s something you’d like to know more about.
Do not criticize or give the answer, but help them find their own answers.

Spelling and Grammar.
Yoru child might have spelling and grammatical errors in their writing.

Sometimes they will correct their own writing later. Encouraging them to read
it aloud can help them realise their own mistakes. Remind them to proof read
their work for any errors, or ask a sibling to look over it. Resist the tempattion
to make it 'perfect' from your point of view.

Respect your child.
Your child may be sensitive about their writing.

What to revise and how to revise is their choice at the end of the day. Try not
to do the writing for them, just offer suggestions. Remember they must learn to
write on their own.
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Extension
As some children move into adolescent years, they begin to engage more in their writing by keeping
a diary, finding new writing genres such as poetry and song writing, or even engage with academic
styles of writing.
Try writing for different audiences and reasons such as writing a speech for parliament.
Encourage your child to examine different styles of (and reasons for) writing by
comparing the styles of different authors and writing for different purposes.
Actively extend vocabulary and general knowledge through games, reading more complex
books, using new and more complex language yourself and listening to news, podcasts, and
audiobooks.
Competitive writing can encourage and reward. The Young Writer’s Award has four categories
currently, under Science, Poetry, Fiction, and Inspirational writing. There are many other awards and
competitions, including Farrells’ Bookshop Writing and Illustration Competition.
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