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Introduction 
 

Family participation in learning helps determine  a childõs success in school and beyond. 

This handbook is designed for families to support their children with developing literacy skills. Dromana 

College encourages a growth mindset towards these fundamental life skills; the basic belief that we can improve 

through dedication and hard work. This can be illustrated through the learning pit. Without this belief that we 

can achieve, we can become stuck. This resource can be used to help encourage your child to build and extend 

their literacy skills throughout their secondary schooling and maintain a growth mindset towards their learning. 

 

ôParents that encourage their child, help them develop to a growth mindset where they can see the value in their educationõ 
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Literacy 

Parent involvement is the number one predictor of literacy success. 

 

Why is literacy important? 

¶ Participation in society relies on it. 

¶ Literacy matters for all subjects. Example: Students who are low in Maths often struggle to 

read questions. Building literacy helps all learning. 

¶ It is essential for employment. 

¶ For enjoyment. 

¶ To tell fact from fiction. 

¶ Understand the world around us and the complex issues we must deal with in life. 

 

Reading 

Reading Comprehension 
Every teacher at Dromana College uses a literacy framework to build studentõs comprehension across 

every subject. The strategies below are what we use to assist students comprehend what they read in 

the classroom. They are great for applying to homework from year 7 to 12, especially when reading 

or research is involved.  

When helping with reading or homework, if your child asks for help understanding a text, suggest they 

try a reading strategy from the list. Help them to use these strategies, rather than doing the work for 

them. 

Once your child thinks they have understood the book or text, ask them ôWhat makes you say that?õ 

or ôCan you show me where the book tells you that?õ or ôHow did you work it out?õ. You can check 

their understanding and have them explain their thinking. This will help re-enforce what they have just 

learnt. 

By asking your child to use the strategies opposite, rather than reading for them or explaining to them, 

they will be more likely to become independent with their learning and develop a growth mindset. 

In short:

Ask them to explain 
what they read back 
to you verbally to re-

enforce their 
learning.

Help them to use 
the strategies, try 
not to do the work 

for them.

When your child 
asks for help 

reading, ask them 
to try these reading 

comprehension 
strategies.
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Reading Engagement 
There are two main reasons to read. For pleasure and for purpose. Depending on your child, they 

may only be interested in one or the other. 

Reading for pleasure 

Your child may or may not be a regular reader, or they might go through a ôreading rutõ. As children 

move through adolescence, their reading habits can change. Below are some strategies to engage your 

child in reading. Often once people can enjoy reading, they are more likely to engage in reading for 

other tasks such as homework. 

 

Reading for purpose 

Many children, and adults, only read for a purpose (like reading a user manual) or for work . Some 

children do not like any kind of reading, but they will have to read to succeed. Here are some of the 

reading materials your child may encounter over the next few years. If your child struggles with 

understanding new information, use the reading strategies to help them process new information. 

 

English/Literature 
Texts

School Subject 
Textbooks

Learners/Boat 
Licence

For life skills: 
recipes, 

timetables, 
directions, menus 

etc.

University, 
TAFEor  

Employment  
applications

News and Media

Choose reading 
material

ÅMagazines

ÅBooks

ÅSports reports and news

ÅManuals

ÅSubject interest

ÅSchool texts

ÅComics

Get set up

ÅFind a good time

ÅMake it a comfortable spot

ÅLimit distractions

ÅRecord reading notes

Be available

ÅBe available for questions and 
help

ÅAsk your child questions 
about what they read

Have conversations

ÅAsk questions

ÅTake an interest

ÅDiscuss how to increase 
reading time/material
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Reading Conversations 

Here are some ideas of things to ask your child about what they have read or learned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child has an interest, encourage them to read about it and talk to them about it. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

What happened 

in the 

storyéwhat 

elseéhow did it 

end? 

Where and 

when is the 

book set? 

Who are the 

characters?  

What are they like? 

Do you like them? 

What do you 

think will 

happen next?  
Is that like something 

you have experienced 

or seen before? Did you know that 

fact already? 

Any words 

you were 

not sure of? 

What was 

something 

new you 

learned? 

If you could 

start/end the 

story, how 

would you end 

it? 

Why did the 

author choose 

that title? Have you read a 

similar book before? 

What 

genre is 

the book? 

What did the book 

make you think about? 

Why did the 

author 

choose to 

write about 

this?  

What was 

the most 

exciting 

part? 

IDEAS TO 
SUPPORT 
READING

Listen to 
audiobooks 

and podcasts

Keep a 
reading 
journal

Watch the 
news and 
discuss

Take notes 
when reading 

textbooks
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To Enjoy Together 
Building background knowledge and vocabulary are important for your childõs literacy. By interacting 

with them you can help extend their learning. 

 

Some General Tips 
1. Set an example.  Let your child see you reading for everyday reasons, pleasure, work, or study. 

For literacy, modelling behaviour at home is the most powerful influence on your child. 

2. Have a variety of reading material . Leave books, magazines, and newspapers around. Check 

to see what disappears for a clue to what interests your child. 

3. Give your child  an opportunity to choose their own reading material .  

4. Build on your child 's interests.  Look for books and articles that feature their favourite sports 

teams, rock stars, hobbies, or TV shows.  

5. Let them read anythi ng. Almost anything helps build reading skills, including boat/car licence 

manuals, comics, research for purchasing an item and recipes. 

6. Read some books written for young adults . Young adult novels can give you valuable insights 

into the concerns and pressures felt by teenagers. You may find that these books provide a neutral 

ground on which to talk about sensitive subjects. 

7. Make reading aloud a natural part of fam ily life.  Share an article you read, a sports report, a 

letter, or a funny tweet ñ without turning it into a lesson. 

8. Keep the big  picture in mind.  For all sorts of reasons, some teenagers go through periods 

without showing much interest in reading. Do not panic! If they are reluctant, ensure they are reading 

for their homework at the bare minimum and give your strategies time to work. 

Games

ÅBalderdash

ÅScrabble

ÅArticulate

ÅBoggle

ÅScategories

Talk to each other

ÅSit down for dinner, or in the 
car, discuss topics your child is 
interested in. 

ÅInclude siblingsõ interests. 

ÅListen to all opinions and 
encourage healthy debate.

News

ÅWatch together.

ÅAsk your child's opinion.

ÅDiscuss both sides of an issue.

Experience

ÅExperience builds knowledge, 
so try something new or do 
something together.
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Books, Podcasts and More 
There are an overwhelming number of books, podcasts and reading material, much of it available 

online. Read blurbs or reviews and think about what might interest your child. There is something for 

everyone out there. 

    

    

       

       

   












